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, h.-r- . ..xii.- - t.. be a geueral B
-- aniratioDof theprewin this section

of the political vineyard. Walker W.
Wood, a young lawyer of tireless en- -

rgy, indomitable resolution ana
toiS

genius, is maxing a uiouei
country par' o Upton Qmnty

Record.
Mose Parrish has enlarged and im- ¬

proved bis Bulletin until it is now
ne of the handsomest and most in- ¬

teresting papers in the State.
Dr. George A. Mathes has joined

Sam. Q. Sparks in the publication of

theSomerville Falcon. Dr. Maihes
has talent, energy and experience,

and, from our knowledge of him, we
.to not hesitate to say that he will im-

part much additional. interest to the
Falcon.

The M'eektv .nu is the name of a

iust started at Ripley, Tennes- -

bss, by P. T. Glass and J. L. Sparks.
f. jth the editors and proprietors are
id newspaper men, and the first

number gives promise of usefulness
.,d .. .1. Jul

The papers at Jackson, Browns vUle,

Trenton and Paris seem to be thriv-¬

ing, and we congratulate them on their
prosperity. Nearly a century ago,

long before the press reached its pres- ¬

ent importance, Thomas Jefferson said

be would rather live in a country with
newspapers ana witnout a guvem
ment, than in a country with a gov

eminent but without a newspaper, It
lias been truthfully said that the
newspapers are now the literature of

the million; that while one man in a
tiundred reads a book, ninety-nin- e in
a hundred read a newspaper. Then
how important that this great lever be
..rnnnrlv directed, that the editorr - i j -

stiouid be independent in the forma
tion of his opinions and fearless in the
expression of them; that be should

. rite nothing in malice and suppress
nothing from fear of consequences

There is room enough for all the papers
now published in West Tennessee,

and we hope the day is not far distant
when acrid jaalousie and foolish
envies will give place to that nobler
teeling which, instead of sneering, will
sympathise and repice at each other's

..... Ii.m.i.
The lull session of our public schools

will open in a few days under the
most favorable auspices. Mr
.slaughter, the newly elected superin
t.ndent, has already entered upon his
duties with an energy that augurs
efficiency and -- uceess. The Board of
sn hCKil Visitors are vigilant, and par- -
euts are already preparing their child- -

t u fur a prompt and regular attend
auce. It is now conceded by all that
e iu. ation promotes religion and mor-¬

ality ; is the surest guarantee for the
perpetuity of our free institutions,
aud every good citizen witnesses with
pride icd exultation the groat number
ot - ho .1 houses springing up in
every part ot the State, filled with
nappy and joyous children, eagerly
luibibiug the rudiments of learning
The next Legislature of Tennessee
should foster and protect this great
popular interest. It has intwined
itself with tbe popular heart,

! the people have decreed
that it shall be placed upon t
permanent and enduring basis,

Tbe school teachers are no longer re-¬

garded hired pedants, but have ic- -

rued to them that high position in
s K?iety w hich every public benefactor
is entitled to. Their profession is now
regarded as a high and honorable one,
and at bo period in the history of our
State has the public interest more im-

periously demanded that this profes-
sion Should be fostered and encour- ¬

aged. The time has passed by when
merely labor and bodily toil can make
the successful farmer or artisan. The
t ipid and almost miraculous improve- ¬

ment in machinery; the railroads
ireaJ r..jitructed and projected that

thread our country, with their mas- ¬

sive engines, requiring daily educated
ubor; the advance it. agricultural
chemistry; the application of science
1 1 the construction of almost every
farming implemeut all tell us, in
language that cannot be mistaken,
tiat the farmer, the artisan, and the
dsy-labore- r ought to be educated
What can he expect who is thrown
upon the world without means and
without education, and what a bound- -

lass held for success does our country
afford to him who is educated, honest
and industrious! Yet it is not pre-
tended t hat a high order of education
is requisite for the enterprising young
man to enter with success in this race
The rudiments of an education are all
t at is absolutely required. Open to
him the book ot knowledge; teach
him how to learn; tot him realize that
h - can become educated, and, if gift- -

el with , a stout heart and that iron
win wmcri is me element of ail cuc--

cess, he will advance in improvement
until qualified to till the various sta- -

titos in life to which he may be called.

II, I, ... I. , I i.tlN.

The authentic legend of the Kil-

kenny cats, who, in the warmth of
their feline ouarrels, devoured one
another in so comp ete a degree that
the stumps of h tails alone re-¬

mained to testify the result of the com- ¬

bat, is likely to find a parallel in the
history of tbe Radical party. We
outsiders already begin to hear faint
squeals from within the wigwam.
The Democratic party may not be as
harmonious as it ought to be, but
there is in the fact that
tbe Radical party is rent by intestine
feuds which threaten its destruction.
Twelve months ago Governor Cox, of
Ohio, left the Cabinet in disgust, and
he and his friends are hostile to Grant.
We have now the Ptoasonton Bout--
well imbroglio, which is a very pretty
quarrel as it now stands. The suspen- -

aioa ol Pleasonton has produced a
breach between himself and the Pres- ¬

ident impaseabto. In Louisiana the
split in the Radical party is

auto that it cannot be held
together by thu cohesive power of
public plunder; The antagonism be-¬

tween tbe two factions is full of bitter--
ro-- and is growing more fierce each
day. The Radicals of Arkansas have
each other by the ears. With one fac-¬

tion Clayton is divinity. With the
other he is regarded as an incarnate
dev iL But since Clayton purchased
tie little creature Johnson, who was
eniogized in this city last winter, at
such a cheap price, we are prepared to

hear of any reconciliation in Arkan ,

sas. In New York, Greeley has set
up for himself and the Grant faction j

and the Greeley faction areas hostile to
each other as two tom-cat- s with their
tails tied together. Greeley is warring
upon the office- - fielders' clique, and tbe
office holders are trying to remove
Greeley from the chairmanship of tbe
Central Committee. A few evenings
since Greeley introduced a couple of
resolutions, in which General Grant's
interference with the people's rights
by establishing a committee composed
of Custom-hous- e officials to interfere
with and supersede a regular commit-¬

tee of the people, was denounced as
needless and Inexcusable, and the
right of his committee to represent
the party in convention strongly as-¬
serted. This is the beginning of a ter- ¬

rible war. J rant has been all the
summer at Long Branch, fixing the
triggers and this is the result. In
Georgia the Radical party is hopeless- ¬

ly destroyed. The Atlanta correspon- ¬

dent of the New York Herald, gives
a faithful report of the Radical party
in Georgia in a recent letter In
which he says:

So far as Georgia is concerned, there
is no Republican part in mis state.
Bullock has "zone back on it," Brown
don't recognise it, and all the other
leaders big nsn fuu .amines miks
repudiate it. All are in favor of the
"new departure," and the late Repub-
lican oarty in Georgia is now known
as the "new departuri.it" whatever
that may mean. True enough, the
so callal Republican organ here a
very ably edited paper, by the wa-y-
still keeps the name of Grant at the
head of its editorial page; but its pol- ¬

itics are decidedly Conservative, and
are anything else than in accord with
the platform of tbe Ohio Radicals and
the sentiments of Senators Sherman
and Morton. In fact, the Republican
party here is as dead as a door-na- il ;

and I may say that, excepting South
Carolina and Mississippi, it seems to
be equally as defunct in every other
Southern State. A tew months more
will tell the story, and 1 shall be sur
prised if the narration is at all satis
factory either to President Grant oi
to the Radical party of the North.

Tbese divisions aud wranglings
among the Radical leaders have de- ¬

stroyed the harmony of the party, and
should serve as an incentive to tran
quillize the National Democracy.

Xi..N..ii Klvrr Railway.
The day for discussing the indispen- -

sible advantages and the absolute ne-¬

cessities ot railroads has passed. The
only thing now to be considered is the
irllde and means by which roads are
to be built . To argue in favor of rail
roads would be as bsurd as to write
long editorials in behalf of education.
Memphis is rapidly completing her
railroad connections. General For- ¬

rest is pushing forward the Memphis
and Selma road. It will, at no dis- ¬

tant day, be in operation between
Memphis and Holly Springs. The
Mississippi River railway will be of
as much importance to the people of

Memphis as the Selma road, and all
who voted for the tax to build the lat-

ter should not hesitate to vote for the
tax to aid in constructing
the other enterprise of equal
Importance. The vote will be
taken in a few days, and ev-¬

ery man who desires the prosperity of
Memphis will vote and labor for the
triumph of the proposed tax. The
people of Dyer, Lauderdale, Tipton
and other counties have been umpired

with renewed zeal iu behalf ot the
Mississippi River railway, and
the same reasons should in- ¬

duce the citizens . .dem- -

phis to redouble their exertions
to secure tbii great enterprise. The
Weekly Aews, published at Ripley,
Lauderdale county, has a long and
able article in behalf of this road from
which we make the following extract:

The terms of consolidation of this
road with the Paducah and Uulf road
have been agreed upon, and it only
remains now to increase the stock
subscription in Teunessee a reasonable
amount to pe
consolidation
completion
Court of th

thi-- - agreement for
and insure the speedy

f the road. The County
is has heretofore

voted a county subscriptio;
hundred ad fifty thousand
bonds for which will in goo
issued when it shall become
do so. And we are assured
corporation of Ripley and

faith
iroper to
that

along the line of road will increase
this stock fj.uuo, mating trie entire
subscriition in our county $17,0oo.
Dyer county will raise at least one
hundred thousand, and Obion sixty
thousand dollars, and it is thought
that these counties will do much more
than this,

The towu of Trenton voted
almost unanimously to levy a tax of

t aid iu building a branch to
connect with this road at Yellow
Blurt, at the Deer; and Mem
phis will vote $3)0,000, in addition to
her county subscription.

the

the

has

1 his road, when built, may never
iay a dividend to the stock noiiiers,
out it will be of immense benefit to
all parties concerned. To our county
and Dyer which have no railroads
it will give a market vajue to ail
fruits and which now rot
in the fields for want ol a market. In
addition to cheap and speedy trans
p of the products of the (arm
and forests, it will give remunerative
employment to hundrens of laborers

as well as dczens ot skilled mechan- ¬

ics now out of regular employment.
It will stimulate the produc- ¬

tion of fruits and vegetables and the
grasses, the great aesiueratum ot our
county, induce immigration, and
make us a live people. And to item- -

phis, in addition to a thorough con- ¬

north and east, and cheaper
coal, it will be the only road running
into that city that pusses through a
country where an abundance of the
garden fruits ana vegetables are
raised ; and we are sat. in that
the construction of this road will give
to Memphis cbea-- r and greater
abundance ot these than ever
before, whilst to "iir producers a prof-¬

itable return will be their sure re- ¬

ward. This countv and Dyer must
and will have a railroad the fates
cannot preven
may be retards
luirements of
will compel its
tory of our rai
Dessee extend

county

be

citizens

160.000

Forked

veg-lab- k

.irtation

nection

saying

things

t it. This enterprise
1 for a time., but the re--

travel and commerce
completion. Tbe his-

road projects in Ten- -
back only to ltl-- 16

when the Nashville and Chattanooga
road was chartered the first in the
State, except the Memphis and La-

grange road, which was a failure.

The MlTH XulMIUt.'.

Street begging is becoming an inM
erable nuisance in all the prominent
cities. The amount of money maue
in this business is enormous. A tew

days since an old woman died in New
York, who had spent the last forty--

years upon the street soliciting alms
aud picking up rags and bones. She
was fouud dead in a miserable hut,
where everything indicated wretched
and squalid poverty. She was known
as a monomaniac upon the subject of
begging. She had pursued the trade
until she was unhappy unless secur- ¬

ing alms and hoarding them up in hei
cotters. Before her burial by the i lly
authorities a bank book was discov- ¬

ered, which showed that this beggar
and miser had deposited to her ac- ¬

count, in a savings bank, over five
thousand dollars. Undoubtedly the
larger portion of this sum was the con-

tributions of the public, who give too
readily to apparent misery in their
path, without going out of their beaten
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track to find that real suffering de- ¬

serving of relief which does not expose
its wounds and wretchedness upon
the highways.

So much money has been made by
street legging that it has be- ¬

come a scieno A few days
since we read an account of an enter- ¬

prising newspaper man in London,
who visited a professional academy
for instruction in the art of begging
which an adept had established in
that city, giving a regular university
course of lectures, which were largely
attended, and having a laboratory in
which were collected all the various
humbugs adopted and used by prof s

sional street-beggar-s. He taught how
sore eyes, broken limbs, blindness,
idiocy, and plaintive stories could be
learned, and used to good advantage
and there is no doubt that hundreds
of lazy vagabonds have found this
university's fee an excellent invest- ¬

ment. It is said to be a matter of

surprise at how young an age the ne- ¬

cessary deception may be acquired,
and the younger and the more pitiful

and repulsive the beggar, the greater
the success. In nearly all cities there
are laws to suppress street beggars,
but a fear ot the charge of cruelty and
inhumanity prevents the enforce- ¬

ment of the law. But the evil can
he eradicated by the citi
.ens themselves, tor the nui- ¬

sance ot street-beggin-g is perpetua
ted by those people who, with entire
ly false ideas of charity, contribute
largely and constantly to the support
of au object which is injurious to tbe
giver and ruinous to the recipient. If
the public will refuse to give
to the professional mendicants the
nuisance of street-beggin- g will disap- ¬

pear. It is no charity to give to the
abandoned creatures who alternately
fob and beg. In this land of abund
ance. and where labor is in demand
and commands a higher reward than
any other country on the globe, there--

is no necessity for street-beggi- ng

Those who are able to work can find
employment at their doors, and the
helpless poor are provided for by our
numerous charitable institutions. Lv
ery cent given a street-begg- er is so
much given as a reward to idleness
and crime, for the beggers are gener- ¬

ally little children, girls and boys
hired for the purpose by corrupt men
and women, often by lazy, drunken
fathers aud mothers, to beg daily a cer
taia sum, and failing to get it, are re-

quired to steal it. The beggars upon
the street would be at school,
some honest employment, were
there no thoughtless humanitarians
aiding to make the trade of begging
prt-f- table and thus increase the num
ber. The beggars upon the street are
nothing but a growing crop of rogues
aud prostitutes. From among them
the ranks of our elder criminal classes
are filled, for when they grow too
old to bee. or beyond the control of
their masters, they enter upon a life
of crime on their own account. The
matter is a more serious one than it
Is often considered by those who in
charity seek to rid themselves of the
nuisance at their heels by giving alms
The street beggars, who once reaped
a rich harvest in Memphis, have near
ly all disappeared. Occasionally they
make their appearance and generally
appeal to the bumpkins who are uu
used to beggars and easily deceived
and moved by pretended hunger and
rags. 1 1 is as much the duty of our
police to arrest children for street
beggiug as it is to arrest them for
stealing, for to permit the nuisance is
to eucuurago the procurement of
money under faLse pretenses, and the
making of criminals upon the street.
Starve out the beggars. Force them
to some honorable employment and
good citizens will be made out of
many who, if encouraged in beggiug
always turn out criminals.

LEE S SURRENDER.

Tbe Truth About That Important Ceremony.

1 1 has been popularly reported that
the first interview between the two
commanders took place under an ap
pie tree, which has consequently been
crowned with historic association
This is false. The fact is, that in the
morning of the 9th of April, General
Lee, with a single member ot his
stall, was resting under an apple tree.
when colonel ttabcock, of ueneral
i.i rant's staff, rode up under a flag of
truce, saying that if Ueneral Live re-¬

mained where be was, General Grant
would come to him by the road
the latter was then pursuing.
This was the only interview under
or near the apple tree, and It
may be mentioned here that the fol- ¬

lowing day Colonel Marshall, who at-¬

tended General Lee on the occasion,
was surprised to find Federal soldiers
hacking at the tree, and was amused
at their idea of obtaining from it me- ¬

mentoes of the surrender. btaining
news of Grant's approach, General
Lee at once ordered Colonel Marshall
to find a fit and convenient house for
the interview. Colonel Marshall ap- ¬

plied to the first citizen he met, Mr.
Wilmer McLean, and was directed to
a houss empty and dismantled. lie
refused to use It; and Mr. McLein
then offered to conduct him and the
General to his own residence, a com- ¬

fortable frame house, with a long
portico and convenient " sitting- -

room," furnished after the bare style
of the times.

The house was built about half a
mile from General Lee's camp. The
Confederate Commander was attend- ¬

ed only by one of his aides. Colonel
Marshall, a youthful, boyish-lookin- g

scion of the old and illustrious Mar-
shall family of V irginia, who had
been the constant companion of Gene- ¬

ral Lee in all his campaigns, and, as
his private secretary, had done good
literary service in the preparations of
reports of battles, etc., which are now
historical. With Grant, there were
several of bis staff officers, and a num-
ber of Federal Generals, including

rd and Sheridan, who entered the
room, and joined in the slight con- ¬

versation that took place.
The interview opened without the

least ceremony. The story has been
frequently repeated, that General Lee
tendered his sword, and that General
Grant returned it with a complimen- ¬

tary remark. There was no such ab-¬

surdity. General Lee wore his sword,
which was not his usual habit; and,
on the exchange of salutations, Gen-¬

eral Grant remarked, "I must apolo-
gise, General, for not wearing my
sword ; it had gone ofl in my baggage
when I received your note." General
Lee bowed, and at once, and without
further conversation, asked that Gen-¬

eral Grant would slate, In writing, if
he preferred it, the terms on which he
would receive the surrender of the
army of Northern Virginia. General
Grant complied by sitting at a table in
the room, and writing, with a com- ¬

mon lead pencil, the note so well re-¬

membered.

The New Orleans Picayune, ol
Wednesday, 4as the follows: "At
I'anginahoa, last week, laborers mak- ¬

ing an excavation, uug up several
human skeletons of such enormous
size that speculations are rue as to
which era the remains of such giant
forma may belong. The skulls are
described as being of double
the size of an ordinary skull,
and the several bones being in propor-¬

tion equally as large. In all proba- ¬

bility the remains are those of some
Indians buried many centuries previ- ¬

ous to tbe discovery of this continent.

BATTLE OF DORKING.
The London Society cornea to the rescue

of British honor with a politic! squib, ia
Mn it thus iImp .s.-- ot tne r.atue oi

Dorking:
I Mr rad aa gunner's male
When 1 wan twenty-eigh- t.

That's any anno iloinlnia ago.
And oar Rblp. which was the Spanker,
Ware a riding at har a ichor,

One Sunday night in Angoat, yon mult
know.

I were a chewln' of a C(Hid,
Which 1 ordinary did

O' Sundaya, for I think its sort a' right,
When our gunner -- Ben's bis nam
Did quit suddenly exclaim.

And bla exclamation were, "Slow me
tlghi ! '

toaya he, "My jolly mates,
This here Lloyd's piper states

As we're goln' to fight them German farrl- -

ner!'r
Whereupon we tars, in splM
Of us beln' Suuday night.

Stood np and gave three hearty British
cheers.

Well, we sallea away to meet
This iamous German Meet.

C'onaaialn' which tur'd beeu no end of
jaw;

For m six w soles they bad planned,
Aud emit, and laanched, and manned

Tbe finest fleet a nation ever saw.

We bad cruised about on Sun Ja y

riot about six bells ou Monday,
Wbeu as smooth as auv mirror was the

water.
Right cat on the horiz iu
Hose a cloud as black aa pizon;

'Twas the foe a steamiu' down npon our
quarter.

'Twas all all as still as death.
There waa not a single breath.

Bat our adm'ral wore a smile upon hi
cheek;

Tbe foe waa on onr larboard.
Bat right away ont starboard

Waa a werry Utile tiny narrer streak,

cbnckltn' werry sly.
And a winking ot bis eye,

Our admiral gave orders for to run ;

And the ecemy gave chase,
For the Usrmai s, as a race.

Have a preference for lighting ten lo oue.

At seven we felt a whiff;
At eight it blowed right still ;

At nine it waa blowing hall a gals
But at ten the waves ran bl jher
'i'hau Si. Hani's Cat liodrul spire.

And my language to describe the same do
rail.

We kept a lectric light
A burning: ail the nisbt :

Bnt on Tuesday in the morning about three
My gunner up and spoke,
"barn me If any smoke

la oomln' from their chimney pots,'
saj.i be.

Just then we heaid a shout.
And our admiral samr oat.

' Send the signal ap to wear about, and
close.

Then fore and aft we ran ;
To his Dost st od every man :

And fonder than the storm onr cheers arose.

We neared them, and took aim,
And tbe word to fire came.

And oar volley down the line ot battl.- -

roared;
But the UsrmaD answered not
Mot a solitary sho- t-

Bat bereusigu fl uttered down by the hoard

We was speechless pretty nigh,
Ah wp couldn't makeout tor wbv

The sponge they should so quickly up'ards
chock;

Till Bismarck we espied
Uauglmt' pallid o'er theside.

And Moltke sitting down beside a backet.

All their gunners, all their stokers,
Lav as fiat as Kitchen linkers:

All a groan in 14 iroiu the bottom ol their
soul;

For all the rapacious crew,
Unaccustomed to the Blue,

Invalided when tbe ships bpgan to roll.

And ibus the battle euded.
And the broken peace was mended;

And William, when at last he ceased to be
Died a sadder and a wiser,
A more circumspect old Kaiser,

And a member of t lie t'eace B ocletee.

THE LEVEt SYSTEM.

Practical Theory of the Mississippi River

and the Folly of the Levee System.

Wbbcking Boats, August lo, 1871

Horace Greeley, Eq., Tribune, Now
York:
Mir As the avowed founder of a

great political party, philosopher and
philantropist, I want to talk with
you on a subject, that is not only
first in importance to the present day,
but worth more to posterity than all
the political measures diseusseu or
thought of by public men and writers ;

one which will live through all time,
surviving ail men ana forms of gov
ernment, and containing an inherent
power that will make anil control
governments. I mean the Mississip- ¬

pi river valley and lis mighty com
meree.

First, in order to arrive at a cor- ¬

rect conclusion, let us briefly examine
the practical theory ot the river.

From Cairo to the Balize, a distance
of eleven hundred mdes, we find by
survey a practical fall of four hundred
feet, with a valley averaging in width
fully fifty miles, which at some re
mote period of time was once an arm
of the sea, and niled up uy tne per
petual washings from the great up-
per valley bet ween the summits ot
tlie Alleghenies on the east and the
Radar Mountains on the west.

At the Grand Tower on the Missis- ¬

sippi, some siity miles above Cairo,
we certainty and some evidence ot
this theory, for there was no doubt
once a great cataract at that place,
which, like Niagara, dammed tne
water above, in great lakes, which
iinally wasned away, t he high blufls,
and rock-boun- d shores up to 6t.
Louis, prove this as much as do the
roek bound shores below the Niag- ¬

ara tails prove that tne great cataract
was once mucu lower down man at
preseut. And in the course of time
that rock will wash away as did the
Tower rock, and the world's great
cataract "will fcease lo De. the
lakes above will be drained, a rivei
will remain; their bottoms will be
the abodes of men. peaceful homes.
and flourishing towns will :iome day
cover those now watery plains as cer- ¬

tainly as we now see.thetu in the urai
ries of illinois, drained in the same
way by the falls once at the tirand
Tovver.

As this slow but inevitable process
of filling went on, the river length- ¬

ened, and has run all over the vast
lower valley, for in every direction
we timl large deep and beautiful lakes,
retaining the regular courses or bends
of the river, in many instances, in
digging wells, and in the caving or
washing oi tne Danits o: me Missis- ¬

sippi river, cypress trees nave been
found and exposea rrom a aepm ot
from twenty to forty feet below the
surface; which have been buried for
hundreds and perhaps thousands ol
years.

The most remaritaoie anu generally
known;was a cypress treejfound, some
two feet in diameter, and in a perfect
state of preservation, while boring
for an artesian well in the city of New
Orleans, in the year 184fi, some five
hundred feet below the surface, which,
according to practical observa- ¬

tions obtained at the Balize, as
regards the lengthening or extension
of the river into the gulf,
is 700 feet a year, or say one mile in
every eight years, or 1000 years, iu
extending from New Orleans down to
the ttalize, a distance ot aoout DD
miles.

It will be safe to say that f hi.-- tree
found its deep resting place about the
time the Savior of tbe World was
on the earth; for it must have
required several hundred years
for the slow process of filling to have
reached the surface from so great a
depth.

i nen tne moutn oi me Mississippi
was several milts aoove me place
where New Orleans now stands.

This lengthening of the river ex- ¬

plains the reason why we find the
river on a nuge, lor as it grows
longer, the banks on the sides, as a
natural consequence, have to rise
higher and higher to hold the water,
and as they rise so do the bottom and
should the river be permitted to go
on extending out into the gulf
another thousand years, the banks
at New Orleans will have to be
raised to 28 feet high, or double what
they are now, and as high at the
present lialiai as they are at New Or- ¬

leans, aud so on. Hence you see that
the levee system, backed up by all the
power and money or tne American
people, will be found inadequate to
the task of protecting from overflow
tbe bottom lands in the lower valley.
so important to the comfort, welfare
any commerce of the whole country.
The constant caving and washing of
the banks Is another great obstacle to
the building of levees or artificial
banks, for the fall aa you go back from
the river is 14 feet to the mile, and as
tbese levees require to be built back In
the same proportion, they have to be
made higher, to be above water level.
And as to tbe caving or washing of
the banks, people who have never
seen the river can form no idea. In
a few years say ten I have seen

whole plantations of a thousand acres
swept away. It wnl eat in and work
for miles, until finally the bends be-
come so very crooked, and the neck of
land finally throws so narrow, mat a
cut i,a takes place.

Hat these are not tne only aimcut- -

ties, that like a great mountain rise up
in the face of the levee system, which
the scientiflcs, whose reports the Gov- ¬

ernment will only listen to for infor- ¬

mation on thissubject,appear to never
have thought of in all their estimates
as to to the coat of building levees,
with which to fence the river within
the limits of its natural banks of
about a mile wide. That is the in- ¬

creased surface drainage as the lands
in the Northwest are rapidly brought
into cultivation, for every furrow is a
drain, conducting the water ofl over
the surface, which hastens the water
on down to the lower valley, in shor- ¬

ter time, aud in greater accumulative
quantities.

The annual floods which deluge this
great cotton Held are the natural result
Airain. thev certainly never havt
taken into consideration the extent of
this vast area of water they have in
vain tried to fence in. It covers the
entire bottom for fifty miles wide,
with an average depth of ten feet,
which. if penned in between banks one
mile wide, sufficiently high, to hold
'.t, they would have to be five hun- ¬

dred feet high, provided there was as
much current in the swamp as in the
river, which is not the case however
But it is on an average fully one-fifth- ;

theu the levees would have to be one
hundred feet high; then Memphis,
Vicksburg and Natchez would become
low landa. Then, what will be the
fate of the bottoms'.'

But was this possible, and were
1avi made sufficiently high to hold

3 the water, the country would be rur. . - , , . i u . .men ior agricultural purpuwa.iur iumo
would be no water, and without water
there would be no evaporation, anu
without that there would be no rain,
without which vegetation would
cease. For Droof of this I have only
to refer you to the history of Egypt
under the reigns of Nebuchadnezzar
and Alexander, xne iormer leveeu
the Nile and dried up vegetation. The
latter made canals through the coun
try, and at certain periods, with great
inconvenience to me innaDiianis anu
loss of property, he cut the lavees,
onened his c mala, flooded the coun
trv and restored navigation. Thus in
as brief a manner as possible have I
thrown together a tew ol the leading
facts showing the folly of the levee
svstem. You will very naturally ask,
then, by what system do you propose
to save the lower valley, so important
to the whole country?

Ileainnina at the bottom first, 1 pro
pose a canal outlet and cut off system,
and will nrst state two simpieinustra
tions. First, for instance, take a bar-

rel full of water with a pipe pouring
water in at the top,and another at the
bottom letting it out precisely as iasi
as the one at the top lets it in, so it
will run and remain tun. uut sup-¬

pose we put in another small pipe at
the top, as represented by me in-

creased surface drainage of a few ad- ¬

ditional thousand acres of land
brought into cultivation; then the
barrel will run over at the top unless
you build your barrel higher and
higher to an insufficient extent.
Unless you do what :' you will natu
rally say. Let the water ofl by put- ¬

ting in another pipe or boring another
hole at the bottom. Now which is
the cheapest and most reasonable?
You must say. bore the hole at the
bottom. Then if that is best with a
barrel of water, show me the reason
why it will not hold good with a river
containing millions ofbarrels of water?

Secondly if you have a plantation
with a crooked creek running through
it which overflows its banks and bot
toms contiguous every big rain, would
you not first commence at tne noitom,
mitking every possible outlet, then go
on up cutting ofl the crooked bends
and straightening the stream, snort- -

ening the distance, increasing the cur- ¬

rent, causing the water to pass od
more rapidly, and, as a natural conse- -

uuence. cease to overflow its banks.
Treat tbe crooked Mississippi in the
same wny, and you will have the same
results. These two simple and com- ¬

mon sense illustrations cover the case
of the Missiasippl river, and I defy
and challenge all the book engineers
iu America to coutrovert it.

Now, as to the way to accomplish
this great work. 1 cannot better state
than 1 have already done in a letter
which you published sometime ago.
The iollowjng is an extract

"if half the money were spent in
turning the Mississippi river into
Lake Borgne, at Stewart's plantation,
ten miles below the city or New or
leans, that they throw away trying to
stop crevasses and menu broken
levees, they would nave no neeu oi
levees. On the contrary, iew Or-¬

leans would now be fourteen feet
above high water mark, or, in other
words, the river wouiu now oe uown
to tide water level; for the moment
the Mississippi discharges its water
into Lake Borgne, then we have the
uulf of Mexico water-teve- i Drought
up to the city, which is fourteen feet
below the present high water. mis
would not only save New Orleans and
the lower coast, but, by rapidly uraw
ing the water ofl. would lower me
river fully live feet at Natchez. Then,
if they would open every and all out- ¬

lets by which water could be carried
from the river to the Gull on the east
side, as high as Pass Manchac, and on
the whi side as mgn as me mourn oi
Red river, this would lower the water
in the river on the lower coast; at the
-- aine tune make room and increase
the current to Natchez and V icksbuig,
and at the latter place lessen the vol- ¬

ume ot water four or nve leet more
Then it would not baa very expensive
work to dam up Bed river and turn
that stream and all its tributaries into
the Gulf, through the Atchatalaya and
Berwick's Bay. By keeping this vast
volume of water out of the river, we
still make room and increase the cur
rent, and draw the water ofl more
rapidly from that above, so that up
as high as Greenville the water will
not rise by eight feet as high
as it now rises. Thus, by com- ¬

mencing at tbe bottom first and
working on up, we nave pre- ¬

pared the lower section, from Vicks- ¬

burg down, for a cut-o-n system, by
which the river can be shortened fully
two hundred miles more in au, three
hundred miles to Cairo. With this
shortened distance and increased cur- ¬

rent, the river can never overflow its
banks, and flit up at the bottom as
now, but will continually, like a
mountain stream, wash out aud get
deeper and deeper. This plan will re-¬

claim every acre of land, without a
foot of river levee, from overflow, that
is not below low-wate- r mark."

The New York Iribune, iu which
the above extract was published, and
whose editor has lately written on
the subject, says: "This is not the
precise plan set forth iu our letter, but
is closely akin to it. We insist that
the true course is so to deplete the
lower Mississippi as to bring its sur- ¬

face below the levees, instead of
vainly trying to raise the levees so
that the river cannot overflow or
break through them. The law of
gravitation is a powerful friend and a
dangerous enemy. Batter not chal- ¬

lenge it to mortal combat unless you
feel very strong."

it win, at tne same time, avoid me
fatal results experienced by Nebu- ¬

chadnezzar's levee system, on the one
hand, and that ot Alexander, on tin-

other, of flooding the country : for by
mis process we do neither the one nor
the other, for we lower tbe water in
the river, rendering the levees far
above oveiflow, and at the same time
conducting the water ofl in controlled
quantities, leaving abundance tor
evaporation in the lakes and bayous.
At fine Jiiutt a large portion ot tne
Arkansas can he diverted from the
Mississippi, by turning it into Bed
river, through Bayou Bartholomew
ttnd connecting streams; and, with
small exiiense, the Tennessee river
can be turned into the Alabama river.

In this telescopic' view we must not
lay down the glaas until we have done
something for the farmer? ol the North-¬

west and tbe toiling masses of mew
ork and New .England. The farmers

want and will have a cheap. direct and
reliable road to tbe markets of the
world for their produce; while the lat
ter want that produce brought to them
at greatly reduced rates of transporta- ¬

tion; ana tne miuuing oi a large ship

canal from Barataria bay to the Mis- ¬

sissippi, opposite New Orleans, so that
Great Easterns (the class of ships that
are destined to carry the commerce of
this valley) can come to the New Or- ¬

leans wharf, there exchange cargoes
with our barge lines and floating
steam granaries, will not only en- ¬

rich the West, but make living fully
twenty-fiv- e per cent, cheaper in New
York andNewEngland than at present.
With this canal. ; rain can be trans- ¬

ported from New Orleans to sea for
half a cent a bushel, whereas now it
costs six cents a bushel. This canal
ia only second in Importance to the
reclaiming of the great lower valley
or cotton field of America from over- ¬

flow; In fact, to the future, they are
the same, for It is the great key to
the golden heart of a vast empire,
destined at no distant day to be more
rich and powerful than all the power a

of earth, and the man who can com- ¬

prehend the magnitude of this great
question and cut himself loose from
small rings, stand aoove party, anu
carry this measure through, will at
least leave a name among men second
only to Washington.

Let us, for one moment,contemplate
the valley fifty or one hundred years
hence, with an industrious population
of one to two hundred millions, with
all their vast commerce ; do we not
know that it is bound to seek some
cheap, direct and positive road to the
markets of the world, and that road
down nature's great river? The
man aspiring to statesmanship, who
pretends to think otherwise, is not fit
to black the shoes of a statesman.

The South is powerless and in no
condition to make demands, but would
be greatly benefited, and when you
assist the South you build up your
own section. New York and New
England demand cheaper living, and
must have it, the Northwest demands
it. Chicago and t he lakes will insist
on their ships passing through the en- ¬

larged Chicago and Michigan canal
to and from the oceans ot the world,
and when necessary duriivr the low
stages of water in the Mississippi, the
waters of the lakes may be turned
through it as a feeder to the Missis- ¬
sippi ; and last, though not least, the
country will be done being taxed to
keep up that abomniable and expen- ¬

sive nuisance of dredging at the mouth
of tbe Mississippi. The iron, coal,
timber, mechanical and commercial
interests of the entire country are
deeply interested, and the man, no
matter what may have been his past
political opinions or other old and
dead issues, who will honestly and
faithfully stand on this platform will
go triumphantly into any office with- ¬

in the gift of the American people.

A A, Uulf level; U, mouth of Mississippi
river oue thousand years hence; e, lia.'u at
preseut; 1), ilallzeone thousand years hence;
iC. Mew Orleans one thousand years ago; K,

New Urleaus now; U, Cairo.
This simple scale will explain my i.lea

of the lehKthe?iiie r.t the river. Baa
llious'inU VMars aifo there wf no iiho uor
fall at New OrieauH, for all waa done to
trace a Uulf level. But now the river ia
one huiidrotl miles longer, and tlio am:- -
or ceiuls tiuvo raised 14 feet at tbe Haii.
now aa one thousand yearn ago at New
Orleans; but bxtcml the river one hun- ¬

dred miles more and you will see twice 14
foot at New Orloaus and fourteen ieet at
the Baiizo, utc.

Respectfully yours, JNO. COW DON.

HE GREAT NATIONAL CANAL.

Frum the Mississippi, Across Florida, to the
St. Mary s River. Emptying into

the Atlantic Ocean.

St. Mary's, Georgia, )

August 10, 1871. j
Editors Appeal What, during a

Doriod of twenty years back in the
history of the great American people,
seemed commercially impossible has
Hecome matter ot certain acnieve--

ents. What has been accomplished
is as wonderlul as it is gratifying, un- ¬

til we have reached a slate ol progress
and prosperity that demands new en- ¬

terprises aud new mediums to ioiu me
great West with the South, iu order
mat she may pour into our laps nor
great commercial prouuets, aim ru
ceivo in return an exchange of ours.

While the Eastern States are not
onlv traversed in every important
part witn rauroaus, mey nave aiso
paid great attention to canals, which
not onlv urove successful, to a great
extent, but added in tier material ne
velonmenti.

The South has Deen particularly at
fault in this respect; hut the new era,
resulting from the transition of soci- ¬

ety, with all of its commercial conse- ¬

quences, has caused a new life, with
new ideas, to develop in tne oouui,
and necessarily, to a great extent, in
all parts of the country.

rhe Soum and west, tnougn atueu
bv many ties and commercial inter-¬

ests, are too far apart. There must be
some connecting link to give easy
access.

It is true that our rauroads are
stretching westward from our princi- ¬

pal seaports, and tne route oi tne con- ¬

templated railroad from this city
wtstward is oeiug surveyeu, yei, iikb
the great East, we need canals to join
many parts of the country, in order to
lessen the cost of the transportation of
buiky articles.

A SHIP CANAL ACROSS FLORIDA
would, it strikes me, bo the greatest
American enterprise and commercial
achievement of the age, and 1 am
gratified to see the interest the West-
ern Deoole are exhibiting in the pro- ¬

ject, it is no new idea. Many years ago,
beloro me puoiic miuu waa m -

tion to appreciate it, the matter was
brought to the consideration of the
United States uovernmeut, wuo nau

route surveyed. 1 am informetl
that many scientific persons, who
know every inch o! ground between
deep water on the St. Mary's
river, ueorgia, to ueeu waiur
near SL Marks, Florida, pro-¬

nounce Uie project practicable and
say Ulftt a private enterprise eouiu
be made proiuaoie.

It oiitftit to be a puoue uovernmeiu
matter, because it should be a free to
commerce as the waters of the Missis- -

. . .
It ougut not to no in uie nanus oi

monopolists.
It would be Detter io nave a snip

canal across Florida to the St. Mary's
river, emptying into the Atlantic,
than to have au ordinary boat canal,
because then the Govern ment in case
of war, particularly, but at all time-s-
could use it as a medium of cheap and
rapid transportation ot troops, sup- -
nlies and munitions of war. It would
certainly prove invaluable in the eveut
of a heavy aggressive foreign war
in tbe future a thing within tbe range
of possibilities, in times of such won- ¬

derful sentimental revolutions as have
been experienced, universally, wiurm
the last ten years, it would be
hard to conjecture what emer- ¬

gencies may arise in government
complications of an internation- ¬

al character. It is, at any rate,
wise to prepare, in ail respects, for any
contingency iu this particular which

may possibly arise. But what we
really want is a neart-fei- t, substantial
sentimental union between the people
of tbe great sections of a great country,
and nothing is so much calculated to
bring it about aa au easy, constant
and profitable commercial intercourse.
We of the South are particularly
anxious to have it with the Great
"est, but being comparatively poor,

as yet, must look to the West to lead
In the matters which are mutually
beneficial to us, and. in fact, of great
importance to the entire country,
because what strengthens and invigo- ¬

rates one branch benefits tbe whole
tree.

The last Commercial Convention
took this great subject under considera- ¬

tion and adopted an able report from
Colonel P. Raiford, then of Texas, but
now of Fernandma, Florida. The
report commences on page 108 in the
proceedings of the Commercial Con- ¬

vention, held at Cincinnati, October,
187b, and from; it I extract: "Thus it
will be seen that tor a distance of 380
miles, from the proposed Mississippi
and Pontchar train canal to the bay of
St. Marks, Florida, the canaling neces-
sary to be done to create inland navi- ¬

gation to the latter point, does not
exceed sixty miles in length, and all
of which would be through the inter- ¬

vening strips of low ground and salt
marsh but a few feet above the level
of the sea."

His plan adopted would give in-¬

land navigation ; but if it becomes a
Government project, and we nave a
ship canal acrcss from the Bay of St.
Mark's to St. Maiy's river or bay it
would admit vessel ot sufficient
draught to entirely dispense with the
entire inland route, as contemplated.
Still we are not opposed to that route.
A canal of one hundred miles in length
would join the Gulf of Mexico and
the Atlantic Ocean, and would add
more to the commerce ot this country
than any enterprise that could be in- ¬

augurated and perfected.
A bill embodying Colonel Baiford's

plan will likely be presented in the
next Congress, and it the West and
South are united there is no reason
why it should not succeed.

From the nearest point of incorpora-¬

tion of the cities of St. Mary's to Fer- -

nandina is about five miles. The cities
are in sight, and each of the harbors is
very fine, and as healthy in midsum- ¬

mer as in dead winter a great advan- ¬

tage over Savannah. The United
States Coast Survey is the best refer- ¬
ence as to bars, harbors and rivers ;

and as an outlet to the St. Mary's
river we have sufficient room and
water for all commercial purposes,
foreign and domestic. We ship large
quantities of sawed pine lumber to
foreign markets say 12,000,000 feet
annually.

From St. Marks, Florida, to a point
on the St. Mary's river f jrty miles
from the Atlantic ocean, where you
can carry sixteen or seventeen fjeet of
water on the river, accord! ug to the
scale 1 have, is about ono hundred
miles. You can, howevnr, get as
much as thirteen feet a much greater
distance up the St. Mary's, which ia
the deepest river known on this conti- ¬

nent, considering its length. The
chief pilot on our bar told: me that
he has carried out nineteen leet ot
water, and our harbor is commodious
and deep, and well suited for trans-
shipment purposes. J. M. A.

MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC.

Miles. Maniuet. Delmay and Tor--
dens have ceased to belong to the
Comedie Francai&e.

Besides Bonn, there will be a Bee- ¬

thoven festival held, in August, in
Salzburg, directed by Dr. Bach.

A Miss Henderson has been enact- ¬

ing "Hamlet" at the Britannia Thea- ¬

ter, London, with very moderate suc- ¬

cess.
At the Leipzig Stadt Theater a new

comic opera by Franz von liolstein,
entitled "Des Bruders Heimkehr,"
will shortly be performed.

Signor Paolo Ferrari has given to
his new ejmedy the nameof "Fiasco,"
a name of evil omen, which may per
haps be more appropriate than the
author might ex peel.

"Le Hoi des Halles," a drama in
five acts, and a prologue, by M. Al
bert Blanquet, will shortly be played
attheAmbigu Comique. The prin-
cipal role will be sustained oy m. uu
maine.

At the Anihigu, of Paris, M. Ksn- -

Joux is very successful in the pun of
the YeUleur, in "Jje v euieurue iiiii,"
at the Beanmarchals. tne
Third" has been given, with M. Tail- -

lade in the principal character.
Signor Leopoldo Marenco's new

comedy, entitled "La Famiglia, "pro-
duced at the Arena Nazionale, Flor- ¬

ence, has been performed with the
greatest success by the new Italian
company oi actors, me
CouiDanv.

A special notification of the Drujy
Lane Impressario to his subscribers,
withdraws me name oi raiie. atari- -

uion. from the announcements until
her medical adviser can certify her
capability to continue her operatic
Juties regularly.

The reconstituted executive of the
Commission des Auteurs et t omposi- -
teurs Dramatiques consists of M. Al-¬

exandre Dumas, president; MM.
Barbier, Deslandre and Duguu, vice
Dresidenn ; MM. Cadul and UeiNa- -
jac, secretaries; M. Adenis, treasurer,
ami oi aucorueu, urvmvisic

A melodrama entitled "Across the
Continent ; or, Scenes from New York
Life and the nine Kailroad, wnicn
obtained considerable vogue in Amer- ¬

ica, has been produced, with fair suc- ¬

cess, at the Alfred Theater, London.
As may be supposed from the title,
red Indians take a prominent part iu
the action.

Promenade concerts will be revived
at Covent Garden on the l!Uh of Au- ¬

gust, under the direction of Mr. Bivi- -
ere, of the Alhambra. Mr. Mapleson
will renew his winter series of Italian
otera at cheap prices at Covent Gar- ¬

den in November and December, and
at Christmas Mr. A. Harris will have
the Covent Garden Theater for panto- ¬

mime.
The Strand, London, has been oc- ¬

cupied with an "entertainment" by
Mr. Fleming Norton. Mr. J. S. Clarke
reappeared on Saturday, the h ulti- ¬

mo, in "The Heir-at-Law.- " For
Saturday evening, the 22d ultimo, the
Olympic announced the production of
a new extravaganza by Mr. H. J. By- ¬

ron, entitled "Uiseile; or me Sirens
of the Lotus Lake," and the Boyalty
a new drama by Mr. Blanchard Jtir--

rold.
Sitrnor Ernesto Bossi has been re-

ceived with enthusiasm at Bio Janei- ¬

ro. During the journey from Bor- ¬

deaux to Bio, owing to an accident to
the screw, the ship was obliged to put
in at Peraambuco, where Signor Er- ¬

nesto Bossi was asked ti give some
performances, and he appeared in "II
Cid," "Sullivan" and "Oreste." At
Kio Janeiro, signor kossi maue ms
first appearance in "Ivean," which
was followed by "Otello," "I DueSer- -
geuti," and "Gli Inamoratl." "Giu- -

lietta e Borneo" was announced for
his next performance.

We have some notes of local dra- ¬

matic progress at Constantinople. The
theater at uneuiK rasua nas now got
to translations into Turkish ol Meni- ¬

ere's "Le Mariage Force" and of a
farce. "Les Canotiers de la Seine."
The male actors are Turks, and the fe- ¬

male, Armenian actresses. The Grand
V izier anil other functionaries patron- ¬

ize the entertainments. There is also
an Armenian dramatic company,
which has been playing in stamboul,
in Turkish. It has now moved to
Peru, and has taken the French Thea- ¬

ter, to play in Armenian. The first
performance was a tragedy called
'Diran.7

Whan a rftlriah vnnrh crruu natrftv
friends gather to bring him back to
the path of virtue. Gentleness and
kindness are lavished upon him to
bring him back to innocence aud
peace. No one would suspect he had
Avar .tinned. Hut when a Door eon- -

illiia iirl ha-- i been betrayed, and re- ¬

ceives the brand of society, and is
henceforth driven from the ways of
virtue, the betrayer is honored, re-¬

spected, and esteemed there is no
peace for her this side the grave. So-¬

ciety hax no helping, loving hand for
her, no voice of forgiveness. There
are earthly moralities unknown to
heaven.

LITTLE SALLY.

The Linit ,a fig-xr- o pobiubea to fol- ¬

lowing 'liever imitation of Bret Harte
and John Hay's peculiar ty la ot poaay :

You've neersci me teli o' my SsJiy, Joa,
My fate little bit of a Sal

Lor bless me' what is it m so
Mb wcr- - bat a snntap ol aga

An.t 'era I'm a naotually col 'is; to bla- b-
She's dead, that s all, old aal.

I can mind thon
"fwa in Lima us isne, SlioroUluli

I iiailu'. nail hit nor sap all day
Nor narra a chance of alcb ;

For the fnilt trado ware migu.y bad then,
Joe.

Aa yer knows tbe meant n' of which.
Bnt I couidden have passed a dog that n'ght,

For 'twas cold, and qal inicu,
Mo I takes tue breathing handle up,

And nnrrles off home with it iaksk;
And sent tssls Hodges's 'Lizaoeth oat

For a 'apporth o' milk, on tick.
Well, Joe, vnr may think 11 strange, old man,

w hai 1 tells yer aoont the kid i

But the nabbr she seemed to take to me,
A ud he kicked, and she crowed, she did ;

Aud I relished my bit o' dry toke that night,
As tho' it bad oust me a inld.

From that time rorrard, Joe, hup she gro wed,
A-- n u. aed , so to speak, by shares,

Lor' bless ee, man, they was nuta on ber,
The women what lived np stairs,

And, Uo.l knows, tbey oiten had tronble
enough

Look La arter their own ail air.
'Ow parly she growed ap -- bles. her 'art '

Slch eyt-- 1 never did see.
Talk ! why, she talked Ukeapurnted book

Afore she waa scarcely three
tsue could read like a parson alorasbe were

six;
She read JJotta'i reg'tar to me.

There ain't much sun In my cellar, laa;
Nor light, for the matter of that,

'Twere really aslghi more cheerier,
Along o' that tittle brat.

Sheseeniti to ka i like a sunbeam, Joe
She Were better no.- - gas, that's Hal.

She called me "uaddy " 'twere joat aa well
1 chrlatened her Hally, yer kuow

I conrted a gal wltb thai very must,
C ose on lortv yearaao.

Mhe died there, don't :ook al me, paidner.
aarwi

I'm a silly old duller, Joe.

The lack she (nougat me were sum ut
strange ;

I come t upon brighter days;
I'm certain aha made me a better man

Willi her party innocent ways,
I'd lay she' do ver a lot more KOod

Than those blokes iu black what prays.

I ba l the parish doctor, Joe,
And I think that he done hla beat;

Bat 'twere when I sat her 'and
That my darling were most at rest;

And she died, old pal, wltb her little head
on my breast.

It's bard to think she's right otf-

And It's strange why she hail to go;
She were doin' good in this wicked worl- d-

She were wanted here below.
Wby shouldn't we have some angels Itert

But tuere, we mast leave it, Joe.

Reminisce ncBS of a Visit to Abbots
ford

A friend, who had the privilege of
seeing and talking with Sir waiter
Scott at Abbotsford. relates the fol- ¬

lowing reminiscences in the August
number of out and Vic

"scott had been, from my child
hood, my wonder and delight; and it
was not without sensibility mat i
found myself in his presence. I had
onlv time, however, to receive the
iniDres-xio- that he was more laiue
and stout than I expected, when his
cherry voice and cordial greeting tooK
possession ot us, and we felt at ea.e
and at home.

"The hall into which he led u
about forty feet loug by about halt
that breadth and hight, was paved
with black and white marble, lighted
by two tall windows ot painted glass.
Wainscoted high up in oak, the cor-

nice above, as also the framework of
oak that passed in shallow arcnes
across the ceiling, were adorned with
emblazoned shields of his own pro-¬

genitors, aud other border families.
On one side ot the huge fireplace oi
dark sandstone, opposite the entrance
from the courtyard, opened a door
into the drawing-room- , and further
along on that side another into the
great library. At the west end of the
nail, between two niches, was a dixir
to the staircase, .lintnu-roo- Douuoir
and small atmory. Sir Walter led us
along the hall, trumping, as he went,
with cane and limping g de, toward
the other end of ii, where, between
two figures in comnleke steel, one iu
chain and the other in plate mail, we
followed httu into his sanctum.

Throwiug himself into a chair, of
dimensions sutHrientiv rapacious fi

his full, burly frame, after first provii
ing his guests with seats as ultracth
it not as spacious, his large hound,
which had followed him into the
house, stretched himself at his leet
scott removed the purple plaid cap
frotn his head, and we saw in all its
grandeur that remarkable face, which
displayed the characteristics familiar
to us through portraits. Ills tower
ing forehead was displayed in all its
amplitude; while ms expression, ra
dient with courtesy and kindness,
brimmed over with good humor
One could not bnt be impressed with
the wondrous vatality of the man,
not only in intellectual vigor and
kindness of heart, but in a magnet
ism imparting its intensity to who
ever approached.

"He rend with attention our cre- ¬

dentials, the letter of introduction
from his friend Mr. Ticknor, after
whom he inquired with affectionate
warmth, as also after many other
American acquaintances, in reply to
some inquiry as to his own health, he
spoke favorably of its general condi- ¬

tion, adding, however, that he began
to feel thesymptoms of the failure of a
strong man. 11 is age was far short of
the average limit of life, and be
looked as if he might have in store
many years of enjoyment and com- ¬

fort. Hot th's was not to be. His
severe mental labor, that herculean
task, which in si m years paid ofl
nearly a million of debt, had already
made sad inroads on his constitution;
and, two years later, his life was
brought to a premature close.

"For about an hour conversation
flitted from topic to topic, when he
told us that the dinner hour was ap- ¬

proaching, and that after our drive,
we migfit need repose and refresh- ¬

ments. He rang the bell, summoned
an elderly servant to show us to our
apartments, aud we left him. As we
passed out of the door, we saw him
ascending the stairs to the gallery
which connected with his own sleep- ¬

ing room. Night or morning he could
pass at once without delay between
couch and desk.

Some allusions to the beautitul
creature which during the interview
had kept an eye on his master, led to
hjs mentioning that the animal slept
on a rug by his bedside, w hen the
sun was up, or at some omer early
hour al which it was his habit, when
weather permitted, to go forth, the
dog placed his paws heavily on his
master's Dreast to intimate mat tne
time had come, and he must be up
and away to his fields a nd woods.

He said he had long wished to
visit America, but had been pre- ¬

vented. He told us that during the
war ot 18- 1- he came near being
taken there against his will. He was
cruising rouuu tne ueunues iu a
yacht, with the Lighthouse Commis- ¬

sion, when one ot our cruisers chased
them several nours; and mey would
have been taken, but that they ran
into shoal water where the cruiser
could not follow.

The conversation was generally
brisk and animated. Another inci- ¬

dent gave it a turn. At a certain sea- ¬
son in a Scotch dinner certainly at his
table, small cups of raw whisky were
handed round, anu urtink on ny tne
experienced without a difficulty. The
.
sip i.

took,
.

not knowing
. mi

what it was,
iburnt my tnroat. xne cups were oi

dinerent forms and material, each
having its story. The one given to
my companion was made of a tree
under which Wellington stood at the
battle of Waterloo. Scott, having
been for some uuie busily engaged on
bis 'Life of Napoleon,' had much to
say about him and his battles. After
the ladits withdrew, cigars were
brought; and having acquired the
rniiiriliabment at Harvard, of which

institution i was then a student, I waaj
giad to think anerwaru t nail bad my
put! with the great wusard.

"At that season, so far north as
Scotland, it was not sunset when we
left the dining-roo- m ; and as we passed
into a long and narrow hall, extend- ¬

ing through the house from front to
rear, about sixteen feet in width, our
attention was directed by our hospita- ¬

ble host to swords and spears, daggers
and pistols, and a vast number of
other fighting implements that cov- ¬

ered the walls. Each had attached to
it some special association ; and though
time was wanting for thorough exam- ¬

ination, where all were so deserving
of study, the most remarkable were
pointed outlo us."

Tho FamtM a 4 Plague ia Pn.
Fresh and more startlingly horrible

details of the starvation and pesti-¬
lence in .Persia come to us every day.
it is a region made tamons to us from
childhood, in poetry and romance, an
the home of luxury and languor; ci
the almost spontaneous abundance of
nature each year blessing the land
witn doaweerops; ot jo t. uniulated
wealth which dates back to illustrious
kings and conquerors three thousand

ago. Kbomssan is tbe scene ofJears eastern rhapsodies, and we
often refer in common phraseology to
" an almost Fersian magnincence, '

but the tidings we talk of now are a
and dreadful famine,

destined probably to number more
than a million victims; of a ter- ¬

rible drought which has ruined
the crops; of a widespread desti- ¬

tution and misery ail winter, suc- ¬
ceeded bv a dearth perhaps without
parallel ft the world's history; of
whole provinces deserted by the living
and tenanted by the dead and dying,
to whom there are none to give even
the rites of sepulture; of mothers in
Khorasaan selling their sons and
daughters in bondage to the lurco- -

mans, in order to save their lives; of
fathers in Faristan killing and devour-¬

ing their children, "all their domestic
animals and vermin being eaten," ol
men in Isaphan caught digging up
corpses to feed their starving families,
and the government calling on Its
troops, not to save the living from
death, but the dead from the ravage
of human beings more Aercely
hunger-ma- d than wolves, it is as if
a nation had been transform. i

some horrible metamorphosis, as in
ancient fables, into a rare of starved
jackals; and already one half of Panto
is depopulated.

Compared with this frightful scene,
even the death-stricke- n city of Bui-

Ayres, the volcanic destruction in the
Philippine islands, and the hundred
other terrible incidents of convulsions
in nature or contagions in diiea.se
which have marked these two por-
tentous years, Ko and 1871, sink into
relative insignificance. The great war
between Germany and France has
not, probably, slain a tenth rart of the
victims already sacrificed on this twin
altar of Persian plague and 'amine.
A London dispatch to the New York
Herald declares that "this dearth wul
probably be the most horrible on
record. Two years ago two millions
of people died iu India ot starvation.
Unless, however, the Persian Govern- ¬

ment consents to the deportation ot
its subjects, there will be among its
eight millions of people a mortality
even morextppaiiing man this." For,
it must be remembered, that not only
is the scanty spring crop gone in
Persia, and even the very grasses and
roots eaten, but that the agricultural
regions are deserted tint uo autumn
crop will be gathered. Meanwhile,
the cholera and fevers are committing
terrible ravages, so that the crowded
cities, to which the country popula- ¬

tion has tied, will doubtless become
so many pest-house- s ol stricken hu- ¬

manity. The people, we are told,
"are covered with hideous sores, the
consequence of hunger," white they
burn in the tortures ot a devouring
fever.
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in spite ot the general improvement
of the people, the Government, with
shocking inhumanity, raised the tax- ¬

es. This completed the misery of its
unhappy subjects. What little money
they had left was torn from them, and
they were to face a year
whose horrors had but begun. The
first efleet of the increased taxation
was to drive the people from t tieir
homes in the country to the big cities,
as, owing to a curious law, the imposts
upon tillers of the soil are very much
heavier than those exacted from the
dwellers in towns. In cities, indeed, the
mass of the population practically
escape taxation, and the revenue is
raised, with the exception ol a poll- -
tax, from the merchants. Before the
end of winter the famine had spread
irom faristan tome other provinces
which depeudud upon it tor supplies.
The cities of Ispahan, Yrzd, Ivurman
and Sheraz were crowded with starv- ¬

ing multitudes. I eheran, Uie capital.
least, but even there the

privations were terrible. Wheat in
Herman rose to nine limes its usual
price." To those who smile with in-¬

credulity when told sometimes how,
in our own country or in any other,
the imposition ot enormous taxes
upon thu agricultural regions aaa im-
poverish and distress the whole
country, we may commend this ter- ¬

rible lesson in Persia. He must be,
indeed, perverse who points the
wrong moral.

It is true that other things combined
to help this disaster, tor so fright- ¬

ful a plunging of a whole nation into
misery could not well be produced by
a single cause, curiously enough.
too, our own civil war was one of the
primary, indirect starting points of
the famine a fact which is not onlv
singular in itself, and ca culated to at
tract an increased sympathetic infer
est In the sufferings of the Persians.
but which may well serve many a
moralist hereafter with a fresh and
pungent illustration of how war.
crowded as it with horrors during its
continuance, may breed other mise- ¬

ries also, never to be known for yean
after its own career is ended. The
Herald correspondent says: "it is a
cm-ton- s fact that mis famine is, to a
certain extent, one result, though of
course an Indirect one, of the Ameri-
can civil war. t bere is a belt
of country in Persia which is
eminently well calculated for the pro- -
tuctioii ot otton, and the high price

of that article seven or eight s ears
ago induced many of the smaller cul- ¬

tivators to abandon raising other crops
and embark in its production. This
opening for commerce rapidly devel- ¬

oped into a large trade, and a couple
of lines of steamers have been startal
from Bombay to Busuire, a port ou
the Persian gu f, which is the only
one of importance on Persia's limited
seacoast. The money gained by the
sale of the cotton was employed m
buy provisions from Fars, or Faris- ¬

tan, and the other southern provitu -- ,

which are better adapted to the
growth ol wheat and rice. The nign
price of opium, owing 10 mo in mi- -

pesed upon its export by the British
Indian government nan aiu
ted the producUsm of poppiw in place
,.e ; Lad vear mere were -- uki
chests of this drug exported from
Busuire. The silk trade has also
largely increased. These causes have
all operated to diminish the area ot
land employed in the raising ol pru- -

v'sious, and have doubtless tended to
ago-ravat- the consequences of the
present bad season." Neverthelss,
though many causes combined to pro-

duce dearth and disease in Persia, the
immediate responsibility is unques- ¬

tionably upon the shah and his gov-¬

ernment. They will probably view
the misery they have caused with
that indifference which is traditional
with Asiatic rulers, and with an attri--

but 'on of it to "fate" aad "destiny"
which will kill all effort to stay the
3Vli.


